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LIFE IS BETTER AT THE LAKE

 

The Summer season is upon us… 

Time to have some FUN!!! 

 

 

 

 



 
 

What’s been happening? 

 

- The Community events we enjoy so much are thanks to the efforts of our Social Committee and volunteers, 

they are truly amazing! These events require a considerable amount of planning and individual’s time. 

Already this year, they have held several events, including Easter, Mother’s Day and Memorial Day. The 

events are so much fun.  The committee is always looking for volunteers to help with planning events and 

help run the events, if you would like to be a part of the fun, contact the front office or attend a Social 

Committee meeting. Meetings are typically held the second Saturday of the month in the office conference 

room from 10 AM – 11 AM and on zoom. Watch for notices through Condo Control. 

 

             
 

- Clubhouse change rooms renovation – The change  room renovation projects is complete other than a few 

minor touch-up items the contractor will fix in the next few weeks. When the project started we didn’t know 

what we would find as the demo began. It was worse than we thought. Most of the floor in the old 

changerooms had to be repaired or replaced. The demo ended up removing everything down to the floor 

joists and to the studs on the walls. Even some of the joists and studs had to be replaced. Eventually we 

ended up with new plumbing, heating, and electrical, new tile floor, walls tiled up to 7 feet and new drywall 

above that, new doors, windows, partitions, countertops, sinks, toilets, hand dryers, etc. All the materials 

and fixtures installed are commercial quality and designed to last. One of the best improvements in the 

change rooms is improved ventilation. The old system turned on fans when someone entered and shut them 

off as they left which trapped the humidity inside. Now the fans are vented with more appropriately sized 

exhausts and along with the fans that come on and go off with people entering and leaving there is also an 

exhaust fan that continues running after everyone leaves until the humidity is removed. We’re very pleased 

with the renovation, it looks much better than before and is designed for the wear and tear of a high traffic 

public change room. 

 

           

 



 
 

 What’s been happening – cont. 

 

- Pool Deck – Along with the change room renovation a number of improvements were made to the pool 

deck. An oudoor rinse shower was added by the pool house, we installed a gazebo on the spa deck, lockers 

were installed by the pool house, 4 new metal tables with umbrellas were purchased along with new lounge 

chairs and deck chairs.  

             
 

- Office – The office underwent a renovation this winter, getting new paint and carpeting and replacing some 

furniture. We also added new audio visual equipment in the conference room to improve zoom meetings. 

 

 
- Zipley Fiber completed installation of fiber optic in the park and is connecting owners that subscribe. 

- Roadways in the Meadow were repaired after the flooding. 

- Roads have been graveled and we will apply lignin later this summer. 

- The new kayak racks are almost done.  

 

 



 
 

  What’s planned. 

Our maintenance staff are a busy bunch. Maintaining the park is similar to painting the Golden Gate Bridge, just 

when you finish, it’s time to start again. There’s a steady input of work orders for various repairs and seasonal 

tasks plus the improvement projects. We have a few more projects targeted for this year. 

Items scheduled based on the Reserve study, 

- Replacing wood fence at work center. 

- Replace the clubhouse deck. 

- Painting and caulking exteriors of Tyee buildings. 

- Refurbish office bathroom. 

- Rework 3-4 holes at Putt-Putt. 

Maintenance prioritizes work in the following order,  

- Emergency safety, septic or water issues. 

- Snow removal. 

- Hazard tree road clearings. 

- Septic issues. 

- Major water issues. 

- Landscaping. 

- Projects. 

Improvement projects are worked as weather is permitting and personnel are available. Most are worked during 

the shoulder seasons. Summer tends to occupy the maintenance staff with landscaping efforts and issues from 

increased park use. 

 
 

Maintenance work orders  

 

    February March  April  May 

Total Submitted  31  15  30  53 

Total Completed  25  11  34  35 

     Submitted / Completed 

Electrical   01/01  00/00  01/01  11/11 

General   18/14  11/07  19/15  28/19 

Septic   08/07  00/00  02/02  03/03 

Water   01/01  01/01  06/04  03/00 

Lockouts / Restore  02/02  01/01  01/01  00/00 

Trees   01/00  02/02  01/01  08/02 



 
 

 
Lake Tyee 

We monitor the health of Lake Tyee every year.  

Throughout the year, we track the amount of water diverted into the lake, the lake levels, and we monitor the 

amount of broadleaf pond weed in the lake.  

Three times per summer we test the lake for chlorophyll-A, total phosphorus, and fecal coliform, dissolved oxygen, 

temperature and visibility.  

We watch for algae blooms and if found send samples to the state for analysis. 

We watch for Canada Geese and use bird bangers to scare them off when found. 

Lake Tyee remains in good health!  

In 2018 we had Herrerra Environmental Consultants assess the lake and make recommendations for managing it. 

We have followed their advice and continue to consult with them regarding any issues that arise. 

Several years back the Canada Geese became a health hazard, and the Department of Agriculture (DOA) was 

contracted to cull the geese. This was successful and removed the problem of geese poop and the health hazard. 

Since then, our maintenance employees per the DOA, use bird bangers to scare away the geese as transient groups 

land at Lake Tyee. This worked very well until a nesting pair managed to have their babies at Lost Lake and walked 

them down to Tyee. Once the babies are born, we are not allowed to scare them until they can fly. 

The nesting pair and their young have been returning to Tyee each year and have resisted attempts to scare them 

off. The problem has been becoming larger each year. 

This year, we again contracted the Department of Agriculture to help us. We had 16 geese residing at the lake. The 

DOA tried several methods to eliminate the geese and were finally successful. We have had a few transitory flocks 

land but those we have been able to scare off and from what we can tell the nesting pair was finally removed. 

After DOA originally culled the geese, the broadleaf pondweed began to flourish, partially due to no geese 

consuming the weeds. The Herrerra report recommended not to do anything with the weeds until they covered 50% 

of the lake or impacted recreation. In 2022 and 2023 the weeds began to impact recreation on the lake, and we 

decided to have a contractor remove the weeds. In 2024 NW Aquatic was contracted to spray 6 acres of weeds in 

our 55-acre lake. To our surprise, the spraying eliminated all the broadleaf pondweed in the lake. 

The weeds provide shade; without them the lake warms up more and is more susceptible to algae. We try to 

manage a balance that keeps the lake healthy and usable for recreation. Luckily, we have not had the blue/green 

algae that is so harmful and would require closure of the lake.  

The weeds are just starting to return, showing up in a couple of small patches and we will continue to monitor them 

as well as any algae blooms that may appear. 

 



 
 

 Do's and Don'ts of Septic System Care 

Large On-site Sewage Systems Fact Sheet 

 Caring for your community septic system can help prevent leaks, overflows, and other problems that might 

endanger the health of you and your neighbors. Your septic system is not a trash can. Besides human feces and 

urine, toilet paper, and soap used for washing, not much else should be going down your drain.  

Use Water Efficiently Practice water conservation. By reducing the amount of water you use, you can help 

your septic system last longer and reduce the chance of dangerous problems.  

Take Care at the Drain  

Your septic system contains living organisms that treat household waste. Pouring toxins down the drain can kill these 

organisms and make the system less effective.  

• Avoid chemical drain openers for a clogged drain.  

• Never pour cooking oil or grease down the drain  

• Never pour oil-based paints, solvents, or large volumes of toxic cleaners down the drain. Even latex paint 

waste should be minimized.  

• Eliminate or limit the use of a garbage disposal.  

Toilets Are Not Trash Cans  

Flushing things that are not supposed to go into a septic system can cause issues that could endanger the health of 

you and your community.  

OK TO FLUSH  

Human feces and urine  

Toilet paper  

Soap for washing.  

AVOID  

 Chemical cleaners  

 Food waste  

 Drain decloggers.  

 Excess water  

NEVER FLUSH  

 Feminine hygiene products  

 Garbage  

 Medicines  

 Grease & cooking oil.  

 Household items (including towels and “flushable” wipes)  



 
 

 Do's and Don'ts of Septic System Care – cont. 

Maintain the Area Around Your System  

• Keep water runoff away from your system.  

• Protect your system from damage. Keep vehicles, heavy equipment, and livestock off your septic tank, 

drainfield, and drainfield replacement area.  

• Landscape your system properly. Grass is the best cover. Don't put concrete or plastic over your septic 

system. Plant trees and shrubs away from your septic tank and drainfield to keep roots from growing into your septic 

system.  

Don’t Ignore Problems  

Minor septic system issues can turn into big costly problems.  

If you have problems with your system, contact the Lake Tyee office at (360) 853-7020 or by email at 

frontdesk@laketyee.org  

Some signs of system failure include:  

• Water and sewage from toilets, drains, and sinks are backing up into the home.  

• Standing water or damp spots near the septic tank or drainfield.  

• Bad odors around the septic tank or drainfield.  

• Bright green, spongy lush grass over the septic tank or drainfield, even during dry weather 

 

 

mailto:frontdesk@laketyee.org


 
 

Sierra Pacific Logging 
Last November, Sierra Pacific began logging on the North side of the lake behind the tennis court. They have now 

completed that parcel and have opened it up again for recreational use. Sierra Pacific allows people to hike and bicycle 

on their property as long as there are no logging operations in process. They do not allow any motorized vehicles, fires, 

or trail making. Please see their website for additional information. 

https://www.spi-ind.com/OurForests/RecreationAccess 

 
 
Although we have not had any reported sightings of black bears yet this year at Tyee, we know they 
frequent this area and it’s good to review some general precautions. 

   
Living in Black Bear Country 

When living in bear-active areas please keep a clean yard that is free from any odorous attractants 
(including food and nonfood items). You may save yourself problems and save a bear’s life by 
following these simple guidelines. 

Bear Country Guidelines 
• Do not leave garbage cans outside, store in a secure building. 
• Rinse empty food containers and wrappers; place in plastic bags to seal in odors. Bleach 

trash containers regularly. 
• Avoid odorous materials in garbage until pick-up day. Keep these “smelly” items in the 

freezer or wrap securely in newspaper with a few mothballs to mask odors and place in 
plastic before discarding. 

https://www.spi-ind.com/OurForests/RecreationAccess


 
 

Living in Black Bear Country – cont. 
• If you have bird feeders, including hummingbirds, bring them in at night or hang out of 

reach of bears at least 10 feet in the air on wire suspended between 2 trees. Use spill pans to 
prevent seeds from reaching the ground. 

• Store pet food bowls inside. When feeding pets outdoors remove uneaten portions and clean 
food bowls as soon as possible. 

• Grease and food caught in barbecue grills can attract bears. Clean grills regularly; dispose of 
grease as you would garbage. Do not bury, pour out, or discard grease and food particles in 
your yard, as they will eventually be detected. Store grills in secured areas whenever 
possible. 

• Bears naturally seek insect larvae (ants, yellow jackets, wasps, etc.) as well as various seeds 
and nuts stashed by rodents. They will dig and claw as they search for these food sources. To 
avoid potential property damage, remove insect nests from walls and rodent-proof 
outbuildings. 

• Bears like to sniff, claw, sample or rub certain aromatic woods such as cedar or pine and 
petroleum products including tarpaper, paint turpentine, kerosene, rubber, and charcoal 
fluid. Store these items in a secure place. 

Should a bear wander through your yard, he may be just passing through, or he may smell a 
potential food source. 

If he is not rewarded with food, he will move on. If he finds food, he will return repeatedly until he is 
convinced there is no longer the possibility of more food. 

At no time should anyone intentionally feed bears because they can associate food with people. 
Doing so may compromise the safety of both humans and bears. 

What should I do if a bear approaches me or 
comes into my yard? 

Remember, bear attacks are EXTREMELY rare, and negative confrontations with bears 
are usually the result of bears reacting defensively rather than acting aggressively. By 
understanding their behavior and their needs, you can avoid unpleasant encounters. The 
sight of a wild bear can be a rewarding experience! 

 



 
 

  
Pfluger Phun Pfacts 

Lake Tyee Pfun Pfacts. 

 

Two mega corporations own 80% of all RV production, Thor Industries and Forest River Corporation. 

Also, most new travel trailers and 5th wheel RV’s depreciate 20-30% the day they leave the sales lot. Why, 

mainly a shift in body design. Stud wall manufacturing is being replaced by laminated fiberglass foam 

board panels. Many of which begin delaminating within the first 2-3,000 miles, depending on terrain and 

weather conditions. This will show up as warping or bubbling of the exterior walls. 

How do you tell the difference between laminate or stud frame wall design? Thickness and profile. 

Laminated foam board walls are usually about 2”-2-1/2” thick and have a smooth fiberglass exterior surface, 

whereas stud wall manufacturing will be 3-3-1/2” thick and usually have aluminum lap siding. 

Should you be concerned? 

Not if you keep your RV stationary and dry, like most of us here at Lake Tyee. Traveling tends to be the 

number one cause of the delamination process.  

Rough travel tends to cause all sorts of other wear and tear issues as well. Any long term RV’er knows that 

miles are the RV’s worst enemy. 

 

More Pfacts 

If it’s traveling you want then consider the following. 

25-year-Old RV Import Law 

This rule allows the import of used Japanese RV’s, which are built under stricter standards than in North 

America.  Because of this, the Toyota RV’s for instance, hold their value much longer. 

 

Independent U.S. manufacturers include; 

Winnebago 

Brinkley 

Northwood builds-Nash and 

Arctic Fox. 

Oliver 

Happier Camper or HC1 

Living Vehicle 

 

Pre2023 

Air Stream Base Camp 

Lazy Days, who went out of business but are still highly sought after. 

Pre 2020 Tiffin, which was bought out by Thor Industries 

 

The world of RV manufacturing is ever changing, some for the good and some not so good, which is why 

doing your own research is useful. 

Although these Pfacts may not be very Pfun, hopefully you find them helpful. 



 
 

Security Update 

01/09/2026 – 02/12/2026 

- Warnings – 13 – Untidy lot (2), tarp policy (2), Speeding, unleashed pet, building permit, failure to stop, 

guest policy, motorized vehicles, for sale sign, multiple trailers, abusive to staff (1 each). 

- Notice of violations - 5 – Untidy lot (2), abusive to staff (2), tarp policy (1) 
 

02/13/2026 – 03/12/2026 

-  Warnings– 10 – Untidy lot (2), Speeding (2), building permit, guest policy, multiple trailers, tent policy, 
multiple sheds, unauthorized burning (1 each) 

- Notice of violations – 1 – Untidy lot (1). 
 

03/13/2026 – 04/09/2026 

- Warnings– 11 – Speeding (3), tarp policy (3), untidy lot, multiple trailers, unleashed pet, boat storage, golf 
cart policy (1 each) 

- Notice of violations – 2 – Untidy lot (1), guest policy (1). 
-  

04/10/2026 – 05/08/2026 

- Warnings– 38 Untidy lot (31), multiple trailers, tarp policy, tent policy, unleashed pet, unauthorized burning. 
Property damage (1 each). 

- Notice of violations - 1 – Guest policy (1). 
 

 

 

Calendar of events 

- Maintenance – 

o Lignin – Late June /July 

o Additional kayak racks at fan - June 

o Gravel roads – May – June 

o Clubhouse deck – Fall 2026/ Spring 2027 

 

- Social Events - Watch for announcements from the Social Committee about events. 

 

- Meetings – 

o Social committee meeting – Office conference room / zoom 10am – 11am. 2nd Sat of the month. 

o Lot owner meeting – Office conference room / zoom 9am - 10am 3rd Sat of the month.  

o Board Meeting – Office conference room / zoom 10am - 12pm 3rd Sat of the month. 

 

 

 



 
 

 

Contact Information 
Board 
President, presidentlaketyee@gmail.com – Dan Pfluger 

Vice President, vicepresident@laketyee.org – Cal Stanford 

Treasurer, treasurer@laketyee.org – Terry Walton 

Secretary, secretary@laketyee.org – Connie Lewis 

Director, director@laketyee.org – Shane Kerpan 

 

Office: www.laketyee.org 

 4571 Burpee Hill Road 

Concrete, WA 98237 

Manager, manager@laketyee.org – Scott Curdie 

Office Administrator, frontdesk@laketyee.org – Christina Braaten 

Bookkeeper, bookkeeper@laketyee.org – Danielle Cocherl 

 

Office: (360) 853-7020 

Security: (360) 421-7035 (message line only) 

Maintenance: (360) 421-7036 (message line only) 

 

The Lake Tyee Security and Maintenance phone numbers are message lines. These lines are 

monitored, please leave a detailed message explaining your issue. Remember to leave your name, 

call back number and lot number. 

 

Skagit County Sheriff Department: 

https://skagitcounty.net/Departments/Sheriff 

Emergency 911 / non-emergency 360-428-3211 

 
Local Resources  

Local resource contacts available on https://www.laketyee.org/local-resources-and-emergency-

contacts/ 

Skagit County Events Web Source 

https://www.visitskagitvalley.com/events/ 
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